
RELIGIOSITY IN FAMILY LANGUAGE POLICY : CASE STUDIES 
FROM URDU-SPEAKING FAMILIES IN FRANCE & FINLAND

SHAHZAMAN HAQUE

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF URDU

PLIDAM, INALCO, PARIS

ResearchGate : https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Shahzaman-Haque

: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9351-569X

FAMILY LANGUAGE POLICY CONFERENCE : REIMAGINING THE FIELD

UNIVERSITY OF GALWAY, 22-23 OCTOBER 2024

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Shahzaman-Haque


LITERATURE OVERVIEW ON LANGUAGE AND RELIGION

 Language was an important factor in religious dissemination.

 Bible was the main source of literacy in Sweden (Winsa 2005)

 Religious seminaries (madarsahs) in the Indian sub-continent imparted first literacy lessons in Qur’anic Arabic

(Haque 2020)

 Spread of religion is a kind of linguistic imperialism (Kaplan and Baldauf 1997)

 Religious observances helps maintain languages after immigration (Ferguson 1982; Haque 2019)





RESEARCH CONTEXT OF FAMILY RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE POLICY (FRLP)

FLP studies have 
focused on heritage

language maintenance

Gap: Few studies have 
taken interest in 

religious language 
policy within the family 
in the migratory context

Importance of studying
sacred languages in 

diaspora



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Why sacred languages
are generally not 
reported ? 

1
Are there sacred
languages in Urdu-
speaking families ? 

2
How are sacred
languages
maintained and 
transmitted in 
diaspora 
communities? 

3
What is the role of 
Qur'anic Arabic in 
Urdu-speaking
families' FLP? 

4
How does
religiosity
influence 
language choices
in multilingual
families?

5



SACRED LANGUAGE AND WHY IT IS NOT REPORTED : 
FEW HYPOTHESIS

Considered as not « important language » 

Language not in daily use or used for only religious function

Less competency in language – Only reading comprehension in 
Qur’anic Arabic 



URDU AS A SACRED LANGUAGE AND ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH MUSLIMS IN 
EUROPE

In general

Urdu got the status of semi-sacred language from 1947
onwards in Pakistan and in India

Urdu’s script borrowed from Perso-Arabic gave it image of
Islamic language

Urdu learnt and reported only by Muslims in India after 1947

Urdu has double status of the mother tongues of Muslims in
the North India or in Elite Pakistan and of sacred language

In France and Finland (case study)

Urdu is reported as mother tongue by Pakistanis and Indian

Urdu is not reported as a sacred language

Urdu is not much used as a sacred language

Urdu is seldom or not taught as religious text in the public
schools or university

Urdu is used as religious text by some families to transmit
religious education in Europe or in the country of origin



QURA’NIC ARABIC FOR URDU-SPEAKING MUSLIMS : 
USES AND FUNCTIONS

Holy language in which 
Qur’an is written 

Arabic is used in Friday 
sermons, worship or 

prayers, relgious lectures 
(Arifianto et al. 2024)

Urdu vocabulary (high 
register and religious 
daily register) is highly 
imported from Arabic 
language (Qur’anic)

Teaching of Qur’anic 
Arabic in many Madrasah 

(religious seminaries) 
over 15000 in India and 

32000 in Pakistan

Home teaching of 
Qur’anic Arabic through 
private tutors in urban 

cities

Strenghten the idea of 
identity and pride among 
Muslims (Arifianto et al. 

2024)



CASE STUDY ON 2 
PAKISTANI INDIVIDUALS IN 
FRANCE

Result

 Qur’anic Arabic literacy is mentioned for both participants

 Urdu is employed for reading hadith and other religious

texts

 Urdu is preferred for sermons in mosques or religious

podcasts

 Urdu has been considered as instrumental for religious

practices

Survey on Language practices in 

Islam in France 

Both male, Age bracket 35-45, 

Urdu reported mother tongue

Survey date : July 2023



CASE STUDY ON TWO FAMILIES IN FINLAND (URDU-SPEAKING)

Family A 

- Fieldwork started in 2007 till 2012 again from Feb 2018 

till September 2018

- Indian origin couple with same mother tongue Urdu and 

same native town

- Father b. 1972, Mother b. 1978, Child 1 b. 1998 Child 2 

b. 2004

- High Middle-class family, father engineer, mother

housewife

- Few contacts with grand-parents, both children can 

speak Urdu to converse with them

Family B

Father read my article on Internet 

Questionnaires and Interview started from June 2023

Fieldwork planned in November 2024 for one day visit

Father b. 1980, Mother  b. 1984, 4 Chidren :b .2006, 2013, 

2015, 2023

High Middle-clas family, father engineer, mother runs a shop

Few contacts with grand-parents for children can speak Urdu 

with them



FAM A - FROM BIHAR (INDIA) TO HELSINKI (FINLAND) (1ST G)



FAM B – FROM MAHARASHTRA (INDIA) TO VAASA (FINLAND) (1ST G).



FAM A, AREEB, 

23 YEARS OLD

(FINLAND)

 To me, the main language of transmission

of religious knowledge has been in Urdu.

In the beginning, it was my mother who

taught me. I read also the Hadith. I read

everything in Urdu. I learned verses in

Urdu, its meaning in Urdu. Take, for

example, Suarh –Al-Fatiha, I know its

meaning in Urdu.



FATHER, 

FAM B, 

26 NOV

2023
FINLAND

I got a question in my mind. Here
the children learn very well
English by the age of 10 or 11 in
the school in bilingual school, so
Urdu they are doing in home
alhumdulillah, once in a week or
twice a week, we read also one
hadith too, I translate also one or
two verses of Qur’an, I posed
myself the question that later on
they won’t continue much in
Urdu, so if the religious education
what I give should I give it in
English or should I continue it in
Urdu?



IMPORTANCE OF 

IMPARTING

RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION AND 

LANGUAGE

FATHER, FAM B

To maintain 
cultural 
identity

For spiritual 
growth

To understand 
religious 
practices

Religious 
education has 
helped me to 
integrate into 

Finnish society



FAMILY RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE POLICY IN FINLAND

FAM A

• Qur’anic Arabic was transmitted in home by the mother

• Private tuitions of Qur’anic Arabic during the holidays in 
India (organised by mother-in-law of the mother)

• Private tuitions on pronunciation of Qur’anic Arabic over 
Skype from a professor in Saudi Arabia

• The elder son  uses English to resort to Islamic texts
interpretation either from Internet or by books (Haque

2020)

FAM B

Three sons have been given the teachings of Qur’anic Arabic in 
home by father

Urdu has been used as another supplementary source for 
Qur’anic interpretation



CONCLUSION / INITIAL FINDINGS
(CASE STUDY)

In France

Qur’anic Arabic skill has been reported

Urdu remains the sole language for hadith and Internet

In Finland

Religious language policy in the family is significant

Qur’anic Arabic was transmitted systematically in all

children during first 10 to 15 years

Urdu and English are used for reading hadith or hearing

podcasts on Internet



BIBLIOGRAPHY

 Arifianto M.L, Purnamawati Z, Izzudin I.F. et Mujahidah Z.A. (2024). Bridging family language policy and Arabic

language acquisition by Indonesian Muslim community: A conceptual approach. Jurnal Bahasa, Sastra, Seni, dan

Pengajarannya. 52, 2, 159-173.

 Ferguson, C. A. (1982). Religious factors in language spread. In R. L. Cooper (Ed.),Language spread: Studies in

diffusion and social change (pp. 95–106).Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.

 Haque, S. (2022). Investigating language attitudes in Pakistani immigrant individuals of France. Educazione

Interculturale. 20, 2, 74-90.

 Haque, S. (2019). “On ne lâche pas notre langue: étude monographique sur la politique linguistique d'une famille

hmong réfugiée du Laos en France", in, Shahzaman Haque (ed.), "Politique linguistique familiale / Family language

policy", Lincom, 37-51. Chapitre dans un ouvrage.

 Haque, S. (2020). Language use and Islamic practices in multilingual Europe. Signs and Society, 8, 3, 401-425.

 Haque, S. (2011). Migrant family language practices and language policies in Finland. Apples-Journal of Applied

Language Studies, 5, 1, 49-64.

 Kaplan, R. B., & Baldauf, R. B. (1997). Language planning: From practice to theory. Clevedon, Avon: Multilingual

Matters Ltd.

 Sari, A. P., & Moore, L. C. (2024). Learning Qur’anic Arabic in a virtual village: Family religious language policy in

transnational Indonesian Muslim families. International Journal of Bilingualism, 0(0).

 Spolsky, B. (2003). Religion as a site of language contact, Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, 23, 81-94.

 Winsa, Birger. 2005. “Language Planning in Sweden.” In Language Planning and Policy inEurope, vol. 1, Hungary,

Finland and Sweden, ed. Robert B. Kaplan and Richard B.Badlauf Jr., 233–330. Tonawanda, NY: Multilingual

Matters.


	Section par défaut
	Slide 1: Religiosity in family language policy : Case studies from Urdu-speaking families in France & Finland
	Slide 2: Literature overview on language and religion
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Research Context of family religious language policy (FRLP)
	Slide 5: Research questions
	Slide 6: Sacred language and why it is not reported :  few hypothesis 
	Slide 7: Urdu as a sacred language and its relationship with muslims in europe
	Slide 8: Qura’nic arabic for Urdu-speaking muslims :  uses and functions

	Section sans titre
	Slide 9: Case study on 2 pakistani individuals in France
	Slide 10: Case study on two families in finland (urdu-speaking)
	Slide 11: FAM A - From Bihar (India) to Helsinki (Finland) (1st G)
	Slide 12: FAM B – from Maharashtra (India) to Vaasa (Finland) (1st g).
	Slide 13: FAM A, Areeb, 23 years old (Finland)
	Slide 14: Father, FAM B,  26 nov 2023 Finland
	Slide 15: Importance of imparting religious education and language   Father, FAM B
	Slide 16: Family religious language policy in Finland
	Slide 17: Conclusion / Initial findings  (Case study)
	Slide 18: Bibliography


