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Language ideologies and indexicality
• Language ideology is “sets of beliefs about language articulated by users as a 

rationalization or justification of perceived language structure and use” 
(Silverstein 1979). 
• Part of ideology to sees language as indexing a certain group identity
• Black English for African Americans
• Received Pronunciation for educated middle and upper class
• Pashto for Pashtun identity
• In India, Urdu for Muslims

• Indexical signs and two orders of indexicality



Census and place of Urdu
• Role of Census

• Create categories of Urdu, Hindi, and Hindustani and number of speakers (Rahman 2011).
• Results regarding numbers of speakers have an impact on the language policy

• Language policy in education
• Language policy in giving or not of official status
• Indicate the vote bank of a particular linguistic group

• Census in India 
• Reports of census not recorded in the ghettos and poor areas of Muslims and other minorities
• Language whose speakers are less than 10 000 are not recorded as a separate language
• Census Reports
• 1871 – No mention of language but of religious groups (Hindu 139 millions & Muslims 40 millions)
• 1881 – Hindustani 82 millions (including Urdu) and Hindi (517,989)
• 1903 – Western Hindi 40 millions and Dakhini 6 millions
• 1941 – Urdu 699,523 and Hindi 67,998
• 1951 – Urdu 131, 600 and Hindi 652,722
• 1991 – Urdu 43 million
• 1997- Urdu 48 million
• 2001 – 51 million
• 2011 – 85 million



Urdu Language Academies in India & Pakistan

Place Language Country Name of the Academy 
Islamabad Urdu Pakistan National Language Promotion 

Department
http://nlpd.gov.pk/

Bihar Urdu India Bihar Urdu Academy

Delhi Urdu India Urdu Academy Delhi
http://urduacademydelhi.com/

Karnataka Urdu India Karnataka Urdu Academy
http://www.karnatakaurduacademy.or

g/

Uttar Pradesh Urdu India Uttar Pradesh Urdu Academy

Haryana Urdu India Haryana Urdu Academy

Madhya Pradesh Urdu India Madhya Pradesh Urdu Academy

Orissa Urdu India Orissa Urdu Academy
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