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Main topics :

1. The audiovisual archive of MSH in social and human sciences 
and the question of how to make accessible the high diversity of
the scientific content of this archive;

2. The working interface of the semiotic processing tool Interview 
developed by INA (Institut National de l’Audiovisuel) and ESCoM-
MSH

3. The theoretical and methodological assumptions that underly the
Interview processing tool

4. Experimentations and pilots.

5. Perspectives
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1st topic

- Context and aims -
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MSH-ESCoM has an online audiovisual archive in social and human 
sciences composed of about 1200 hours of scientific videos :

Scientific event types: interviews with researchers, seminars, 
workshops, reportages of laboratories, …

Disciplines and topics: almost all disciplines in SHS (archeology, 
anthropology, history, language and cultural studies, …)

1st topic

Context and
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Problems:

How to provide a semantically rich(er) access to this huge amount
of audiovisual data ?

How to valorise and broadcast the diversity of scientific content of
this archive ?

How – finally - to allow people themselves to exploite the whole
content with respect to their own interests and desires, i.e. attuned to 
the specific contexts of usages (personal descriptions and indexings, 
personal enrichments, translations, … of video corpus ) ?

Principal aim:

Conception and development of video content processing tools for 
users or groups of users

R&D context:

R&D cooperation with INA (Institut National de l’Audiovisuel)

new R&D projects: Saphir (French RIAM programme) and Logos
(European 6th framework programme)
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2nd topic

- Inteview – a semiotic video processing tool -
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2nd topic

Interview

Interview is a software under development (since 2003) by INA and 
ESCoM ( actually available, a prototype version).

It’s purpose is to allow any registered user (user group) to deal following 
his/her interests/desires with a previously selected corpus of video files

“To deal with” (i.e. “processing”) means her especially:

the composition of a video file corpus and its importation in the 
Interview environment;

the “subjective” identification and selection of a set of for the user 
relevant video segments;

the (more or less) systematic and rich description, indexing and 
enrichment of :

the referential content of the segments;
he audiovisual language of the selected segments;
the rhetorical level of the selected segments;
the narrative relationships between the selected segments;

the (broadly speaking) translation (“versioning”) of selected 
segments and their preparation for personalised publishing
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The work space of Interview and the (textual) segmentation of a (corpus 
of) video files

2nd topic

Interview
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Interview suggests different video processing guides (“wizards”) 
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Interface of Interview’s “expert mode” of semiotic video processing
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Example: the pragmatic and peri-textual description of video segments 
in Interview
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Example: the description of the audiovisual language in Interview
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Example: the description of the referential content in Interview. The 
principles of this type of description are based on an “ontology” of 
lifeworld themes and narrative themes.
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The description of the narrative relationships between segments. 
Based on a set of narrative or rhetorical structure (RS) relations, the 
aim is that the “reader” of video files becomes the “writer” of a “new”
video text. 
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Example of a description guide for “personalised publishing”
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3rd topic

- Theoretical and methodological assumptions -
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3rd topic

Assumptions

The Interview interface is deliberately based on a theoretical framework 
of the analysis (description, comparaison, …) of audiovisual texts (viz. 
texts in general) called semiotics.

Simply speaking, the structural (“internal”) organisation of an 
audiovisual text is assumed to be composed by :

referents (objects, situations, …) and contexts relevant for the 
purpose of a text and therefore selected in the text

rhetorical, narrative and discourse strategies for dealing with the 
selected referents and contexts in order to achieve the purpose 
inherent to the text

(linguistic, visual, audiovisual, …) expression strategies for 
communicating the “message” of a text

(physical, technical, commercial, …) “materialisation formats” of 
texts circulating as products within a user community

A text is also situated within an “external” context that constrains it’s 
distribution and appropriation 

The “internal” and “external” parameters constitute the basis of 
Interview.
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4th topic

- Experimentations and pilots -
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A first systematic experimentation has been realised within the ESCoM
team itself during the end of june/the beginning of july 2005:

the result is an online available evaluation report of this 
experimentation;

the consequence is a partial rebuilding of the Interview interface 
which, actually, is almost achieved.

During the period december 2005 – april 2006, two pilots will be realised 
with two different groups of students (between 20 and 25 students, each 
group). The purposes of these two pilots are:

the composition and segmentation of video file corpora dealing 
with “big” research themes in social and human sciences 
(“immigration”, “cultural diversity”, …°

the semiotic processing of a library of selected audiovisual 
segments (description, indexing, enrichment, versioning and 
translation, …)

the publishing of the results in form of alternative appropriation 
interfaces of the audiovisual archive as well as in form of CDROMs

4th topic

Pilots
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5th topic

- Perspectives -
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In cooperation with the partners of ESCoM as well as with the help of the 
two above mentioned R&D projects, actually identified (and desired) main 
perspectives are:

the development of the Interview tool as a web service (i.e. any 
registered user should process remotely a  corpus of video files)

the specification (“scenario building”) and development of specific 
publishing genres of processed video segments (“course”, “thematic 
folder”, “video lexicon”, “documentaries”, …)

the integration of knowledge based tools for processing the meta-
data (especially the referential and narrative descriptions) such as 
conceptual graphs (LIRMM at University of Montpellier; LEIRIA at
University of Angers)

investigations in cultural and intercultural adaptation strategies
(“versioning”, “covert translation”, .) of scientific contents

speech to text aligning tools for data mining purposes in 
audiovisual corpora.
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