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Abstract	

	
Hmong	language	speakers	in	a	Parisian	suburb	

	
This	study	emanates	from	the	ongoing	ethnographic	study	on	a	young	Hmong	speaker	whose	
family	immigrated	from	Laos	to	France	in	the	early	seventies	of	the	twentieth	century.	The	
language	 practices	 of	 the	 Hmong	 community	 has	 so	 far	 drawn	 little	 interest	 to	 the	
sociolinguists	 in	 France	 although	 they	 are	 considered	 as	 one	 of	 the	 important	 minority	
communities,	 particularly	 in	 the	 French	 Guyana.	 The	 preliminary	 results	 from	 the	 semi-
structured	interviews	and	fieldwork	conducted	on	the	Hmong	speaker	and	his	families	show	
the	strong	presence	of	Hmong	language	in	the	family	vicinity,	where	the	language	has	been	
transmitted	to	the	children	and	its	usage	has	been	restricted	among	the	family	members	and	
in	 the	 practice	 of	 chamanism	by	 the	 parents.	 The	Hmong	 language	 has	 no	 support	 under	
educational	 language	 policies	 of	 France,	 and	 we	 find	 hardly	 its	 presence	 in	 the	 almost	
monolingual	landscape	of	France.			
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